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CLERKENWELL DESIGN WEEK

Clerkenwell Design Week 2018
THE NORTH AMERICAN INNOVATION EXHIBITION WORKS BY MAKING IT EASY
AND AFFORDABLE FOR SMALL- AND MID-SIZED COMPANIES TO SHOW AT
ONE OF THE MOST EXCLUSIVE DESIGN EVENTS IN THE WORLD.
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or the first time last year, a group of North American furniture and accessory
companies came together to show their most innovative products at Clerkenwell
Design Week in London. It was the opening volley for many of the brands — the first
tentative steps outside North America. And by all accounts, it was a success.
The North American Innovation Exhibition helped the manufacturers make initial
connections with London’s important design community and laid the groundwork
for potential projects around the world.
But what about all the high-tech companies that are changing the market in North
America (and beyond)? Could the organizers of the American Innovation Exhibition
set aside space for technology coming from the U.S. and Canada?
The second edition of the North American Innovation Exhibition will have those
technology companies (and some seriously high tech products) on view in London
next week at Clerkenwell Design Week.
“Clerkenwell Design Week is such an important event that we decided to expand
it to include the high-tech companies that are changing the industry,” says Stewart
Brown, owner of Universal Exports and one of the exhibition’s founders. “The goal
is to get North American tech firms in front of a worldwide audience of decision
makers. That’s just what we did in London last year, and we expect the same at CDW
2018.”

IN MANY WAYS, CDW IS MORE LIKE THE EVENTS
SURROUNDING ISALONE THAN A TRADITIONAL
FURNISHINGS SHOW. IN ADDITION TO FURNITURE AND
FURNISHINGS — NEW PRODUCTS ARE LAUNCHED HERE
— VISITORS TO CDW WILL FIND ART INSTALLATIONS,
PROGRAMMING AND A LOT OF PARTIES.
The North American Innovation Exhibition works by making it easy and affordable for small- and mid-sized companies to show at one of the most exclusive design
events in the world. The exhibition is perfect for these high-tech and high-design
companies to get in front of some of the world’s leading designers. Non-competitive
exhibition participants share space while the organizers take care of shipping, marketing the design, build of the stand and even social events to connect designers to
the brands.
It is a win-win for all involved. Brands that might not have the budget to do their
own stand are able to show products, and the show organizers add brands that
wouldn’t otherwise be able to exhibit. Plus, the design community learns about
North American brands they might not otherwise encounter.
The Business of Furniture | Subscribe at bof.press | May 16, 2018
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The idea began in London after Bellow Press Editor-in-Chief Rob Kirkbride attended Clerkenwell Design Week a few years ago but didn’t see any small- or midsized North American companies exhibiting. “I spoke to many in London’s design
community who wanted to learn more about these brands, but had no exposure to
them,” he says. “Stewart has long championed North American brands hoping to enter into the world market, so after speaking to him, we decided to organize the North
American Innovation Exhibition.”
The first iteration of the exhibition took place last May at London’s Clerkenwell
Design Week, which has become one of the premiere events on the contract furnishings calendar. It is one of the few exhibitions held in the world that delivers on its
promise of delivering the architecture and design community. The breakdown of
who attends Clerkenwell Design Week is telling: Of the 60,000 or so visitors, 88 percent of them are architects and designers representing 72 countries.
North America’s major office furniture makers have watched the event develop and
grow and have permanent showrooms in the compact and cozy Clerkenwell neighborhood, home to the largest concentration of architects and designers in the world.
In total, more than 80 showrooms participate in the event.
Beyond the major North American office furniture makers — Knoll, Haworth and
Humanscale all have permanent showrooms — there are very few small- and mid-
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Smarter Design
Gets Moving

The award-winning Fellowes Lotus™ Sit-Stand is transforming today’s work spaces by
making wellness easier. Smarter by design with patented Smooth Lift Technology™,
the Lotus adjusts with ease to the way you work, so you can always be at your best.
Come see the new ESI, now a Fellowes Brand, NeoCon Showroom 11-100.

sized companies participating from this side of the pond. That changed at the 2017
edition of CDW.
Universal Exports and Bellow Press commissioned Chicago-based Sarah Kuchar
Studio to design the stand, fitting since Kuchar is one of the top up-and-coming designers in North America. It was named one of the best stands at CDW and provided
the perfect backdrop for the products on display during the two-day show.
This year, technology will be on display, ranging from Configura’s game-changing
space planning software to MyResourceLibrary, from INDEAL’s innovative network
of dealers to Intertek’s global testing and assurance services, ESi’s high-tech ergonomic products to BIFMA and its industry leadership in sustainability and beyond.
All of this will be anchored by Nook, a decidedly British product, but one that is making strides in North America. Consider Nook the canvas on which this North American technology will be shown.
“International contract furnishings shows are beyond the reach of most small- and
mid-sized companies, which is something we wanted to change,” Kirkbride says.
“What struck me as I wandered around from permanent showrooms and temporary
exhibitions was the complete lack of these innovative North American commercial
interiors companies. None exhibit at Clerkenwell. It is a shame, because designers I
spoke to are interested in specifying North American brands. They simply have no
connection to them.”
Bellow Press and Universal Exports again curated the exhibition, which means
not every company that applied was picked for the show. The North American InThe Business of Furniture | Subscribe at bof.press | May 16, 2018
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We oﬀer software solutions to help you
streamline your sales, design and order
process. Empower your team through all
stages - from initial inquiry and proposal,
to final order and delivery.

CLERKENWELL DESIGN WEEK
May 22-24, 2018
London, UK

Learn more at www.configura.com

NEOCON
June 11-13, 2018
Chicago, IL, USA

novation Exhibition sought out the most innovative new technology to present to
this important group of designers. A few square blocks in London has become the
epicenter of design in one of the most important world capitals. And the designs that
are dreamt up in Clerkenwell spawn projects around the world.

HAVING FUN IS A KEY COMPONENT TO CDW.
“We are very excited to be working together again with Bellow Press in bringing the
best of North American Innovation to the world’s design community at Clerkenwell
Design Week,” Brown says. “We know that the unique format of the North American
Innovation Exhibition will keep everyone talking for many months after the event.”
A fair like this is possible mostly because of the concentration of creatives in the
Clerkenwell neighborhood, which covers just over two square miles. Clerkenwell
is one of the most important design hubs in the world, which according to the show
organizers is home to more creative businesses and architects per square mile than
anywhere else in the world. There are 200 architecture practices in Clerkenwell, including BDP, Studio Egret, OMMX, Haworth Tompkins and Wilkinson Eyre, to name
a few. After architects gathered there, manufacturers soon followed with showrooms. More than 80 of them are in the area, including Arper, Bolon, Humanscale,
Bulthaup, Poltrona Frau Group, USM and Vitra, among many others.
In many ways, CDW is more like the events surrounding iSalone than a traditional
furnishings show. In addition to furniture and furnishings — new products are
launched here — visitors to CDW will find art installations, programming and a lot
of parties. Having fun is a key component to CDW. The North American Innovation
Exhibition will host an appropriately themed party for the London design community throughout the show, featuring catered food and in the afternoon, beer from
Founders, one of the most highly acclaimed breweries in the world, which is based in
Grand Rapids, Michigan.
Many small- and mid-sized North American companies may have never done business overseas or even considered it. The organizers of the North American Innovation Exhibition want you to be successful and have partner companies that can help
you follow up on sales leads and projects in London and around the world on a transactional basis.
If you want to show your product off to the best crowd in London, it is too late for
2018, but you can apply early to get a product into the North American Innovation
Exhibition next year. Reach out to Rob Kirkbride at rob@bellow.press or Stewart
Brown at s.brown@xportlab.com. They can answer any questions you might have
about next year’s event. International firms want your products, but they have to
know your brand to specify it. BoF
The Business of Furniture | Subscribe at bof.press | May 16, 2018
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Nook
Nook at CDW will be all about versatility and applications.
Nook will demonstrate its core competency as a people-space - a
product designed from the ground up to deliver the calmness and intimacy the human spirit craves in order to concentrate and connect
with others in noisy open environments.
We will show how the common Nook form factor can be utilised and
adapted for a variety of innovative and thoughtful uses.
Chief among these will be demonstrating how nooks can be kittedout and arranged to be 1. A meeting zone; 2. A compact and innovative
exhibition area and 3. A Food & Beverage Bar in which the occupants
of the nooks are served from a ‘kitchen’ created by the negative space
between the Nooks. This last application speaks to the potential of
Nook as the key component in pop-up scenarios. With essentially one
product, it is possible to provide a breakfast and coffee pod, a meeting and coworking space, somewhere to perform deep work away from
distractions, a dining experience where despite the compactness of
the solution, people can feel in a private and intimate space, and an
event space for exhibiting and networking.
We will demonstrate a range of technology integrations, including in
partnership with Aircharge, how wireless charging points can deliver
a managed data platform showing pod and power utilisation and serving up information, be that targeted advertising, corporate communications or other interactions. The possibilities are many and with all
major smartphone manufacturers now integrating wireless charging
in to devices, nook and Aircharge have teamed up to ensure our products and therefor our customers and in-step with and ahead of the
market.
The World’s first Sensory Nook will be making its debut at
Clerkenwell Design Week. This will feature an interactive LED light
tube, LED colour change lighting, twinkling fibre optics, soothing vibration, scent and Bluetooth sounds to show how calming a Sensory
Nook can be in a lively and stimulating environment. Sensory Nook
is about to revolutionise disability and special needs accessible provision in schools, work and public spaces by creating a flexible Pod to
support individual needs at the heart of where they need it. Together,
Nook and AmbiSpace are providing accessible technology driven experiences that genuinely change lives for the better.
All-in-all, we expect the Nook presentation at CDW to offer a new
way of thinking about flexible, agile furniture and to facilitate and accelerate the adoption of hybrid spaces which can cater not only for a
variety of tasks in a hyper-efficient manner, but also to deliver a richness of experience for people whatever their state of mind or need in
life or in the moment.
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Nook is a mobile workspace for concentrating and connecting. Designed with people and open workspaces
in mind, Nook’s shape and acoustics create calm and
focus while remaining open. Its mobility and modularity bring flexibility to a workspace to make it more adaptable, enabling greater productivity and wellbeing.

New Ways Of Working

Nooks recharge people and devices, reducing open workspace stress; enhancing attention and openness

Adidas facebook Virgin BP Ubisoft AMD - Offices Coworking Education Hotels Innovation Spaces Airports Events
Acoustics Mains & USB Power Wireless Power Charging Lighting Mobility Whiteboard Storage Space Modular Flexible
Visit Nook at Clerkenwell Design Week, London 22-24 May
Innovation Exhibit, Project B, Stand PB13
See the Nooks On Parade Feature at Neocon, Chicago 10-14 June
7th Floor and Stand 7-5078

www.nookpod.com
hello@nookpod.com
+44 333 577 6665
+1 (630) 215-8581
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There is a lot to think about when dealing with quality assurance for your
products. Intertek will work with you to ensure everything is taken care
of. Intertek is a leading “total quality assurance” provider to industries
worldwide, including the office furniture industry. The company has a
network of more than 1,000 laboratories and offices and more than 43,000
people in more than 100 countries. Intertek delivers assurance, testing,
inspection and certification for its customers’ operations and supply
chains.
Assurance: Enables you to identify and mitigate the intrinsic risk in
your operations, supply chains and quality management systems. Testing:
Helps you evaluate how your products and services meet and exceed quality, safety, sustainability and performance standards. Inspection: Intertek
validates the specifications, value and safety of your raw materials, products and assets. Certification: Formally confirms that your products and
services meet all trusted external and internal standards.
Intertek provides customers end-to-end quality assurance solutions for
furniture products. By assessing the performance, electrical safety, regulatory and sustainability of your furniture products, Intertek experts can
provide assurance of the quality and safety of your products.
With a global network of furniture laboratories Intertek has the total
quality assurance solutions to meet your product needs.
• Performance: Evaluating the durability and performance of your
furniture products to meet industry standards and consumer expectations.
• Electrical Safety: Ensuring furniture products with integrated electrical components, such as height adjustable tables, panel systems, and
furniture power distribution units, meet applicable safety standards
and comply to the National Electric Code.
• Flammability: Determining the fire resistance of furniture, cover
fabrics, and filling materials in accordance with national and international standards.
• Environmental/Sustainability: Demonstrating reduced negative
environmental and social impacts of your furniture products while
safeguarding the triple bottom line: people, planet, and profit.
• Consulting: Leveraging on-demand expertise to better facilitate your
business. Whether it is designing for compliance, in need of extra resources, or overcoming industry challenges, Intertek can assist.
The Intertek story starts at the beginning of the industrial revolution
with Thomas Edison’s invention of the lightbulb. Edison’s famed lightbulb invention endured rigorous testing before it was made available to
consumers through Intertek’s Electrical Testing Lab (ETL). The history of
Intertek goes back over 130 years, and evolves from the combined growth
of several innovative companies. Intertek has always been a pioneer, anticipating the needs of its clients with bold innovations.
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FACT SHEET

FURNITURE
SERVICES
Your Total Quality Solutions Provider for Furniture
Whether you need electrical
safety, performance,
environmental, sustainability, or
flammability testing, Intertek can
help you establish and maintain a
positive brand reputation based
on the quality and performance of
your furniture and equipment.

Partnering with Intertek, assures you quick
delivery of knowledge and operational
excellence that only an experienced partner
can provide.
Throughout our global network of accredited
labs, we provide a variety of product testing
and technical services for home and commercial
furnishings. Our services verify compliance
with both mandatory regulations and voluntary
standards, allowing you to establish quality and
be confident in knowing how your products
compare to the competition.

Delivering Product Expertise

Intertek’s ETL Environmental VOC Mark

At Intertek, we have decades of experience
testing a full range of materials and furnishings.
We provide unparalleled furniture testing
expertise for chairs, stools, beds, mattresses,
tables, sofas, shelves, and children’s furniture. In
addition, we also test:

Intertek provides comprehensive certification
services to validate your VOC claims. Labs
accredited to ISO 17025 help to verify your
product’s compliance with globally recognized
and regulated VOC test standards, including
BIFMA, LEED, and California standards.

• Modular pedestals
• Storage units
• Laboratory and hospital furnishings
• Auditorium, stadium and educational facility
furnishings

Our Furniture Services include:
• Performance and Durability Testing

Widely Recognized. Fully Accredited.

• VOC Testing and Certification
• Safety Testing and ETL Certification

With recognitions by all major code bodies,
Intertek is accredited to test products to the
following standards allowing us to deliver a
standard of excellence in service.

• BIFMA level™ Sustainability Certification

• ANSI

• CPSC

• California Prop 65 Compliance

• ASTM

• EN

• Children’s Furniture Testing

• BIFMA

• Flammability

• Chemical Testing

• BS

• GSA

• Flammability Testing

• CISCA

• SEFA

• Furniture Inspection Services

• CSA

• UL

• Sustainability Solutions

FOR MORE INFORMATION
+1 800 WORLDLAB (967 5352)
icenter@intertek.com

• Life Cycle Assessment
• Materials Testing
• Mattress Testing

intertek.com/furnishings
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BIFMA
WHO WE ARE: The Business and Institutional Furniture
Manufacturers Association (BIFMA) has been serving our
members and stakeholders for over 45 years and is the voice
of the industry in North America. By developing and providing standards and market data, our work informs how products
are made while providing justification for the selection of better products.
Our member base of over 300 companies is predominantly
North American, but our influence goes well beyond those borders. Due to our work, services, and the standards we develop,
BIFMA is recognized globally in commercial furniture.
WHAT WE DO: BIFMA provides education that informs
why health, safety, and performance matter. It is our mission to
promote the understanding that globally recognized standards
make for better products. We are best known in the industry
as the definitive source of collaboratively built standards that
measure the performance, safety, durability, and sustainability
of commercial furniture. BIFMA develops proprietary data
and analytics that informs manufacturing decisions and supports the industry’s place in the global economy.
WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU: BIFMA is a critical resource for those thinking about workplace and workplace design. By selecting products that conform to BIFMA standards,
you’re selecting furniture that meets or exceeds fundamental
safety and sustainability standards. That means we can help:
• by educating and equipping you with compliance standards
that – in turn – make your ecosystem smarter.
• by ensuring the product solutions you propose are not only
compliant but are of the highest integrity.
• educate your client why proposed, non-BIFMA compliant
choices, may not provide the best value where safety, liability, and sustainability are concerned.
• support your client’s ability to say, “I’ve created the safest
kind of environment I could build.”
• you and your client can better deliver the assurances needed for product performance.
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HOW OUR ROLE EVOLVES: As workplace design changes,
so must our role as stewards of standards and thinking about
commercial furniture. To the design community, it’s our function to serve your changing needs for both information and education. Our outreach and education efforts focus to make sure
we remain aligned, and provide content that supports both you
and your work.
BIFMA will continue the work expected of us. We will set the
highest standards for association behavior, provide relevant
content, guide change, and work to support the needs of the
commercial design professional and the industries they serve.

Standards for performance,
safety, and sustainability.
Standards that matter.
business + institutional furniture manufacturers association
678 Front Avenue NW, Suite 150 I Grand Rapids, MI 49504 I www.bifma.org I 616.285.3963
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Indeal
North American commercial workspace design is evolving dramatically as organizations strive to create spaces that address a wide range
of work styles. INDEAL Inc. offers ancillary product manufacturers,
both domestic and abroad, a way to align themselves with the dealers
leading this revolutionary change. Because of their inclusion in the
program, INDEAL manufacturing partners have an advantage over
their competitors because they are positioned as our dealer members’
preferred ancillary product suppliers.
From a unique industry vantage point, INDEAL serves as a key collection point of critical industry intelligence for our members, which
allows them to identify emerging trends of importance and enhance
their own business planning. INDEAL also provides marketing and
technology tools which create distinction in the marketplace. Talk to
us, in the North American Pavilion, about the opportunity to become
a manufacturing partner who brings new value to the North American market, either independently or by partnering with an established
brand.
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North American Distribution Strategies

The opportunities for financial growth and brand recognition in the North American
market are substantial but challenging. A strategic partnership with INDEAL optimizes
your return on investment with an individualized, cost-effective plan to help you succeed.

Access the largest office
furniture market in the
world with one company
– INDEAL North American
Distribution Strategies.
Whether you already have
a North American presence
or have just begun thinking
about selling in the world’s
largest office furniture
market, INDEAL can help!

INDEAL INC. 259 4th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33701

What you can expect from INDEAL:
• A dedicated team, experienced in international sales,
management, industry-specific legal counsel and product
distribution.
• A unique vantage point of the markets in North America
through INDEAL’s personal connections with the
industry’s most influential dealers, thought leaders and
manufacturers
• An customized plan to enter and thrive in the the North
American market based on your goals.
• Quick and efficient exposure throughout the entire
North American market via INDEAL’s established, diverse
channels of communication to top dealers and design
firms.

P: 1-877-777-0363

E: Dave Bloch dbloch@indeal.org
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My Resource Library
My Resource Library to Debut Digital Innovations to European Audience
During Clerkenwell Design Week.
My Resource Library (MRL), an online resource center for the contract
interiors market, is making an international debut this year showcasing its
unique innovations during London’s Clerkenwell Design Week (CDW). MRL
Principal and founder Jeff Carlson, along with co-founder Mike Goodman and
President Jim Palmitier, will provide information and live demonstrations
during the event on May 22-24.
Beginning its entrance into the European market, MRL will launch a custom library focused solely on manufacturers available in the UK, providing a
comprehensive, “one stop shop” resource for designers and sales professionals – a time and cost-saving experience rapidly adopted throughout the United
States.
“After receiving a magnitude of requests over the past year, My Resource Library is excited to launch a new library dedicated to the United Kingdom,” says
Palmitier. “We’re anticipating great success with our launch at Clerkenwell.”
MRL will be alongside familiar contract furniture organizations such as
BIFMA, ESI, and Configura in the ‘Project Exhibition’, a portion of the show
that brings together a leading selection of contract furniture, lighting, and
surface brands from around the globe. The Project Exhibition boasts popularity throughout the show, as its venue space was expanded for the 2017 show
and is sold out in 2018.
At its core, MRL proves that materials once found in a physical library can
be navigated on-screen to streamline the inspiration gathering process. The
energetic start-up launched in 2012 and has quickly revolutionized the US
contract interiors industry with its signature “library shelf” user experience.
It offers specialized features for designers, dealers, and manufacturers, allowing each individual user a tailored experience when logged in to the library.
Featuring proprietary technology that ensures up-to-date product and pricing information and robust search filters, MRL tools aim to remove tedious
complexities, freeing up resources to pursue more clients.
“Our mission at My Resource Library is to streamline the specification process by providing custom features within a controlled environment. Each client has the right to establish the controls within their custom library.” says
Palmitier.
Clerkenwell Design Week is celebrating its ninth year as one of Europe’s
leading architecture and interior events. Formerly an industrial heartland,
Clerkenwell showcases revived warehouses that house design agencies, magazines, gastropubs and other metropolitan businesses. The show takes place
in various landmark venues throughout Clerkenwell and along the neighborhood streets where unique installations and street spectacles are commissioned for the event each year.
The MRL Booth will be featured in the Project Exhibition’s Innovations Exhibit, set in the Universal Exports area, Stand PB13. A European launch is yet
another milestone of MRL’s rapid (and now “global”) influence across the contract interiors market.
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We’re exhibiting
at #CDW2018
#wheresmrl
SEE US AT #CDW 2018

